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philosophy of religion, and, it might be added, requires him to say every- 
thing at once, — a requirement which no well- articulated series of philo- 
sophical conceptions has ever met. And, too, one regrets to entertain the 
suggestion, which is forced upon one, that perhaps the classifier has not 
made himself fully aware of the interrelation, as well as of the indepen- 
dence, of the problems of philosophy, and of how uniquely they converge in 
the problems presented by the phenomena of religion. 

Edward Franklin Buchner. 
Clark University. 

Theologie und Metaphysik\: Das Verhaltnis der Theologie zur modernen 

Erkenntnistheorie und Psychologie. Von Georg Wobbermin. Berlin, 

Alexander Duncker, 1901. — pp. xii, 291. 

The most influential movement of recent years in the realm of construc- 
tive theology is doubtless that which goes under the name of the late 
Albrecht Ritschl. In its earliest form it appeared as an attempt to found 
theology entirely upon judgments of value, and in such a way as to banish 
metaphysics from the entire domain. "Religion, ..." said Ritschl, 
"is under no obligation either to accomodate itself unqualifiedly to the 
logical conditions of theoretical knowledge or to renounce itself. ' ' One of 
his aptest pupils, Hermann, in one of his earlier works, declared that a 
metaphysics which seeks a common ground for the natural and the moral 
world is both immoral and irreligious. This scheme was sharply opposed 
to the tendency of modern knowledge to seek relations between all the 
spheres of thought-activity, yet it stood in close harmony with another fund- 
amental characteristic of the modern mind, namely, the ever-increasing 
tendency to affect a junction between immediate experience and all 
thought- constructions. 

Undoubtedly, the Ritschlian movement owes its vitality to the latter cir- 
cumstance. Coming directly at the facts of the religious life as the source 
and norm of religious beliefs, theology has been revivified as natural science 
was when observation and experiment supplanted abstract logical methods, 
or, to take a current example, as philosophy is now being renewed by con- 
tact with empirical psychology. On the other hand, the anti-metaphysical 
element in the Ritschlian movement has yielded before criticism. How far 
it has yielded, may be gathered from the present volume by an author who 
counts himself a product of the movement, yet maintains that theology 
without metaphysics is impossible. In his view, the service of Ritschlianism 
in respect to the relation of theology to metaphysics, consists in its having 
freed the former from the intellectualistic-speculative type of procedure. 
Theology has been brought into contact with the facts of religion. This 
means a new method ; and questions of method lead at once to theory of 
knowledge, which, in turn, is inseparable from the total circle of philosophy. 
Further, as Wobbermin points out, theology cannot exist without employ- 
ing the metaphysical notions of a real ego, God, and interaction between 
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the two. Accordingly, though the specific source of religious beliefs is the 
experience of ethical values, theology has the duty of maintaining a con- 
tinuous relation to all epistemological and metaphysical movements that 
have a bearing upon these conceptions. 

The author finds that theology can work freely within all but one of the 
current types of epistemology, namely, empirico-criticism, of which Aven- 
arius is the chief founder, and of which Mach and Ziehen are prominent 
representatives. This type of thought, we may add, has been made more 
or less widely known in this country not only by the authors already named, 
but also through Pearson's Grammar of Science . Omitting details, we may 
briefly characterize empirico-criticism as a proposal to reduce the ego and 
its environment alike to mere contents of consciousness. It correctly pro- 
claims itself as ' anti-metaphysical, ' for it makes impossible any meaning 
in the terms in which metaphysical problems are stated. We not only do 
not in any sense know any kind of transcendent object, but we do not 
even know what we mean in uttering this sentence ! While some Ritsch- 
lians show a tendency toward such a theory of knowledge, as a new way of 
"removing knowledge in order to make room for faith," our author points 
out that, as empirico-criticism is the final form of anti-metaphysical modes 
of thought, so it is the supreme denial of the possibility of theology. 

Into Wobbermin's analysis of this theory, and into his reconstruction of 
the fundamental problems of metaphysics, we can go only briefly. There 
is, also, too much Auseinandersetzung with other writers to make an out- 
line advisable. The central thought of all is contained in his effort to con- 
vict Avenarius of false psychological analysis of the ego. Primarily, the ego 
is not ego-idea at all, and consequently, not content of consciousness in the 
same sense as the external world. Nor is it merely a center of relation for 
mental contents. The peculiarity of contents of consciousness is not ex- 
pressed by saying that they belong to an ego, but by saying that the ego 
is self-active (sich beth'dtigt) in them. The ego of Avenarius is an abstract 
one, a mere idea arrived at by reflection upon the primal fact. This 
primal fact includes feeling and conation, and is, indeed, to .be looked 
upon as the point of origin of mental contents. 

Needless to say, this active ego furnishes the necessary insight into sub- 
stance, causation, and interaction. We have, in short, a voluntaristic psy- 
chology as a basis for the metaphysical notions that are essential to theol- 
ogy. We have, too, the limitations of a theory of knowledge based upon 
such a psychology, and constructed without reference to the logical analysis 
of the process of cognition. Thus, upon the mere sense of continued 
identity is based an assertion of real identity. Upon the sense of resist- 
ance to self-activity is founded our knowledge of the existence of a trans- 
subjective world. At the same time, the author repeatedly says that what 
is immediately given in consciousness is only our consciousness itself, or 
the circle of facts and happenings which consciousness compasses. 

The whole is preliminary to a work upon the Christian world-view, which, 
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it is promised, will proceed from the psychological and epistemological 
points of view. The present work shows an amount of critical ability in 
dealing with fundamental problems, and an appreciation of modern modes 
of thought that not only speak well for the younger group of theologians, 
but promise much for the forthcoming treatise. 

George A. Coe. 

Northwestern University. 

Questions de philosophic morale et sociale. Par J. P. Durand (de Gros). 
Public avec une introduction par D. Parodi. [Bibliotheque de philos- 
ophie contemporaine.] Paris, Felix Alcan, 190 1. — pp. xxxv, 179. 
The interest excited by the essays in Questions de philosophie morale et 
sociale, constituting as they do their author's last contribution to philo- 
sophic thought, is largely of a personal nature. With the exception of the 
appendixes, Psychologie et mktdphysique, and Psychologie et morale de la 
subconscience, both of which have been previously published, the book 
scarcely touches upon the more distinctive views of M. Durand (de Gros). 
The different subjects discussed, comprised under the titles of Materia- 
lisme et ath'eisme, Le determinisme, Transformisme et struggleforlifisme and 
Socialisms are united by the common aim of showing that there is no real 
conflict between morality and science, but that the latter rather furnishes 
new ground for the struggle toward a better state. The point of view is 
made particularly clear in the first essay, where after repeating the distinc- 
tion presented in former books between the questions of the existence of 
God as substance and that of God as person, between ontology and escha- 
tology or religion, the author defends the possibility of scientific proofs for 
the spirit world and another life. For M. Durand these proofs, as is well 
known, take the form of spiritualistic manifestations, in which from the be- 
ginning he has shown a keen interest and a ready belief. The next essay 
treats the question of personal responsibility and the place left it by deter- 
minism, and the other two defend socialism as a moral ideal, pointing 
out and attempting to disprove the portion of evolutionary theory with 
which it is inconsistent. As a preface to the whole, the editor, M. Parodi, 
has written a sympathetic account of the life and philosophic standpoint of 
M. Durand. Grace Neal Dolson. 

Wells College. 

Intuitive Suggestion : A New Theory of the Evolution of Mind. By J. 

W. Thomas. New York, London, and Bombay, Longmans, Green, and 

Co., 1901. — pp.160. 

In this little treatise is presented a new and unique theory of the begin- 
nings and process of the development of mind. The author's main thesis 
is that man owes his moral sense more to ' suggestion ' deriving from a 
First Cause, than to either natural selection or the influence of environment. 
The author's theory of suggestion is, however, somewhat mystical. It is 
sometimes, too, seemingly oblivious of what might appear to be perfectly 



